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Friday 11th November 2011

Coffee Morning for Reception and Nursery Parents

On Tuesday morning, we would like to invite all Nursery and Reception parents into Swalwell School for a friendly and fun coffee morning for parents to get to know each other. The members of the Parent, Teacher and Friends Association (PTFA) will be serving tea/coffee and biscuits from 9:15am till 10:15am. 

We hope to see you all there!
Chris Connaughton Week

We welcomed Chris Connaughton into Swalwell for the third time in 2 years.
He is an outstanding actor/ writer who has a great rapport with children and motivates them greatly. Our thanks to all parents, carers and friends who turned up for the event.
· Reception- Chris Connaughton Week in Swalwell School began with a special performance for Reception children and their parents.
Chris entertained our youngsters by re-telling the tale of the Elves and the Shoemaker.
His use of simple props stimulated the children's imagination, and brought characters to life. This performance linked well to literacy work the children will be doing on other fairytales.
· Year ½- Chris Connaughton had children in Miss Foster's class engrossed on Monday with his performance of Rumpelstiltskin which was based on the classic fairy tale by the Brothers Grimm.
In this play, which was delivered with humour and excitement, Y1/2 were introduced to a greedy miller, his clever daughter, a corrupt king and a wicked gnome. Children enjoyed the show and the workshop which followed.
· Year 5/6- On Tuesday he performed MacBeth and then told our older children ghost stories which were filled with descriptive passages and strange characters.
Chris weaved an atmosphere of suspense and excitement and had us all jumping with fright!
Follow -up workshops on newspaper reports and descriptive writing were educational and fun.
· Year ¾- On Wednesday, Chris Connaughton brought to life characters from Alice in Wonderland, from the Dormouse and the Mad March Hare to the White Rabbit and the ever polite Alice. This production delighted children in Miss Lawson's class. 
Afternoon workshops on phonics ('ch' phoneme), character description and story telling followed.

My Money Week

This week we have been inspiring pupils to engage in money management.
'My Money Week' enables children to be actively involved in financial education in a practical, relevant way. They have learnt about: 

· money and making real choices

· spending and saving

· the importance of looking after money

· that people have choices about how they spend and look after their money

· the use of money in everyday life

· the different values and attitudes people have with regard to money 

Swimming
Swimming is back on Wednesday afternoon, please can all children remember their swimming kit. The cost of swimming is met by the school, however, we do ask for a contribution of £1.50 every week towards transport costs. The children should return to school for approximately 3:45pm depending on traffic. 
Coming Up…

· Coffee morning for Reception and Nursery parents on Tuesday at 9:15am.

· Year ½ will be visiting Whickham School to take part in a Multiskills challenge on Wednesday afternoon

· Zoolab will be visiting school on Friday to teach children about “Nocturnal Creatures” 

· Nursery are having an Autumn Walk on Monday 21st and Wed 23rd November with Mrs Vanner. Please remember to wrap up warm!

· On Monday 21st November, we have Expochef visiting school to talk about healthy eating and the chef will be preparing some delicious meals.

· Decorations Day will be on Tuesday 29th November, parents are invited into school from 9:15am to make decorations with their child/children. 

· Nursery will be visiting Chopwell Woods shortly to pick their Christmas tree for the Nursery classroom.
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