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                                           Friday 11th February 2011
Dance Club will be finishing at 4:30pm instead of 4pm from next week as it’s nearly time for the Dance Festival in March.

Cycling Success

Seven children in Year 5, Emily Birdsall, Hannah, Amy, Shay, Courtney, Emily Brown and Matthew have been presented with Gateshead Council's Bikeability Level 2 On - Road Cyclist Training Course Certificate. Pupils have learned where to position themselves when riding on the road and how to observe traffic, signal and manoeuvre safely. All pupils who took part in the training have gained in confidence and learned how to share the road with other users.

Whilst we want cycling to be an enjoyable experience, safety has to be of the utmost importance therefore we encourage you all to wear a helmet, check your bike regularly, be alert and be seen (wear reflective gear).
Playground Buddies
Amy, Sophie, Emma, Rachel, Courtney, Bethany, Hannah, Emily Brown, Sara, Emily Birdsall, Emily Newstead, Jessica, Thomas, Jake P, Caitlyn, Britanie, Angel and Shay are our new Playground Buddies. They can be seen at playtimes and lunchtimes on the KS1 and KS2 yards organising equipment and games for all pupils in school from Reception to Y6. 

Well Done, you are all doing a fabulous job!
This Week…

Parents Afternoon 
On Monday, school Governors Mrs Brophy and Mrs Westlake, held a parents forum.
Many thanks to parents who attended to discuss the strengths of the school and how we can improve things for parents and children. All suggestions will be discussed and we will inform you at a later date about the progress of suggested proposals.

Sing 2 Sing

On Wednesday 9th February at 2.45pm we took part in a sponsored World Record Breaking attempt to raise funds for a national charity- SignHealth.

All children, staff and even parents sung and signed the New Seekers hit "I'd like to teach the world to sing". 
We managed to raise £80 from donations which will go towards improving the health and well-being of deaf people. 
This was an opportunity for pupils, staff and parents to learn a new and valuable skill, as well as raising awareness of deaf issues.
Thank you to all the parents who came on Wednesday and well done for learning the words and actions so quickly.
Peer Mediation

On Tuesday, some of our Year 5 children took part in peer mediation training, which we are developing as part of the school's anti-bullying strategies.
Don Sweeney from Dryden Professional Centre led the training with Mr Hampson assisting, in order to help develop the initative.
Next Week…
Spanish Assistant

Next week we welcome Mr Melgar to school. Mr Melgar will be teaching Spanish to children from Nursery to Year 6 as part of the schools work with the British Council and international links. 

He will also be teaching children about the customs and culture of Spain. Mr Melgar will also be teaching PE and some music. We are very fortunate to have Mr Melgar with us until end of May/June.

Mr Melgar may also be persuaded to teach Spanish to parents, depending upon parental interest.
Reception

Reception class have been invited to Blagdon Forest on Tuesday as part of the Forest Schools programme. Children must bring with them a waterproof coat, hat, gloves, scarf and wellies as it maybe wet and cold on the day.

The visit will be led by experienced outdoor practitioners and children will be sure to enjoy a day of excitement and fun in the forest.  Following this visit the reception children will be able to help develop the school grounds into an area suitable for outdoor activities.
Space Encounters

On Thursday morning, the school will be visited by a mobile planetarium. Children in each class will be able look at the planets and stars which form our solar system.
Forensic Science Day
Three children from Year 5/6 will be visiting Whickham School on Tuesday, to take part in a Gifted and Talented event with other Whickham primary schools.
Swalwell Park Meeting

On Tuesday 15th February at 3:30pm, there will be a Swalwell Park meeting. Anyone can attend this meeting, we would love to hear your views on the current park and what your children would like to see next.
Swalwell PTFA

Swalwell PTA are changing their name to Swalwell PTFA which means “Parent, Teacher and Friends Association” therefore if you have any friends which would like to be involved in helping the school they can. Please let Mrs Purvis or Miss Waugh know if you know of anyone who is interested. 

The PTFA are currently doing research into what type of fundraising events parents and children would like in school. There is a questionnaire being sent home tonight which we would like as many as possible to fill in.
After School Clubs
	Clubs available
	Age group
	Day of the week
	Time
	Cost
	

	Breakfast Club
	Nursery to Year 6
	Every morning
	8am till 8:55am
	FREE
	Mrs Cunningham, Miss Scott, Ms Westlake and Mrs Mood

	Maths Club
	Year 6
	either Tuesday and Thursday or Wednesday and Friday
	8:30am till 9:00am
	FREE
	Mr Hampson

	Football Club
	Year 3 to Year 6
	Monday
	3:15pm till 4:30pm
	FREE
	Football Coach- Karl

	Youth Club
	Reception to Year 2
	Monday
	3:15pm till 4:45pm
	£1
	Youth Worker Team

	Hockey Club
	Year 3 to Year 6
	Wednesday
	3:15pm till 4pm
	FREE
	Hockey Coach- Alison

	Netball
	Year 3 to Year 6
	Wednesday 
	8:15am till 8:50am
	FREE
	Netball Coach- Alison

	Dance Club
	Year 3 to Year 6
	Thursday
	3:15pm till 4:30pm
	FREE
	Mrs Wheatley and Miss Gowland

	Philately Club

(Stamps)
	Year 3 to Year 6
	Friday
	3:15pm till 4:15pm
	FREE
	Miss Lawson, Miss Scott and Mrs Cunningham


Coming Up….details to follow shortly.

Let’s Get Cooking

Glee Club starting after Half Term
TheGivingMachine – You Shop, They Give

You can now generate free cash donations for Swalwell Primary School every time you shop online via TheGivingMachine.

It will not cost you anything extra – the online shop pays the donation on your behalf.  Just go to www.thegivingmachine.co.uk:
· JOIN as a shopper/Giver 

· CHOOSE to support Swalwell Primary School
· REMEMBER to shop via TheGivingMachine every time you shop online! 

You’ll find more than 250 different shops at TheGivingMachine including all your favourite high street. 
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