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                                           Friday 12th February 2010
Miss Smith’s last day today!

However, you will see Miss Smith around school for the next month, or so helping Mrs Lancastle-Smith, teachers and children. Before taking up her next position.

Whickham Primary Review

On Tuesday 9th February Gateshead Cabinet discussed options about school review in the Whickham area.

The options:
1.  Proposal to close Sacred Heart RC Primary School, Byermoor, with effect from August 2011. Pupils to be offered places in other schools in Gateshead or County Durham with spare capacity. Consideration to be given to a temporary capacity increase at St Mary’s RC Whickham, if required.

2. Proposal to close Marley Hill Community Primary School with effect from August 2011. Pupils to be offered places in Clover Hill Primary School, with a temporary capacity increase if required.

3. Proposal to give further consideration to the future of Front Street, Swalwell and Washingwell Schools in Whickham, including consideration of an option to merge Front Street and Fellside Schools, on the Fellside site, extended to two forms of entry.

What does this mean for Swalwell Primary School?

If Front Street merges with Fellside, this means that Swalwell will be the only school in the Swalwell and lower Whickham area. There will be more opportunity for Swalwell to expand into a 210 pupil school. 

We ask parents to support the merger of Front Street with Fellside school to enable Swalwell to thrive and expand.

Swalwell Primary School goes from strength to strength, with very good SATs results, good Ofsted report, growing number of pupils, but most importantly happy children who enjoy coming to school and who love to learn.
Half Term

Remember school closes today Friday 12th February at 3.15pm. School reopens on Monday 22nd February – breakfast club at 8.15am.

Anti Bullying Policy including cyber bullying

We are issuing all parents with our Anti bullying Policy – including Cyber bullying – please take the time to read this – we would be grateful for any comments or changes parents would like the school to consider. 

Remember we have good behaviour at the school. It is the duty of all schools to issue parents with information about anti bullying.

There will be an information evening about cyber bullying – in the near future for children, parents, staff and Governors to attend.

All staff and children have been discussing what bullying actually means and we now have an agreed school definition of this term. 

Definition of Bullying
Bullying is defined as deliberately hurtful behaviour, repeated over a period of time, where it is difficult for those being bullied to defend themselves.  It can take many forms, but the three main types are physical (e.g. hitting, kicking, theft), verbal (e.g. name calling, racist remarks, gender remarks) or indirect (e.g. spreading rumours, excluding someone from social groups).

Single incidences of verbal or physical attack, and behaviour which is hurtful but not intentional should also be taken seriously and dealt with accordingly.

Things to look forward to after half term...

Film Club... letter to follow soon

Budding Journalists

Astronaut Adventure

Report by Sophie Pears, Emily Brown and Jake Plummer  

We were chosen from Year 4 to represent Swalwell Primary School to participate in a Science session at Centre of Life.   We joined other schools from the Whickham area.

Part of the day was to be trained as an astronaut.  We did an experiment on a disposable nappy.  Astronauts actually wear a nappy while they are in space so they can go to the toilet.  UH !!!

Another activity in our astronaut training was to take a pencil and then we had to put our fingers on the top of the pencil and write our names.  The teacher chose four children with a steady hand to do a challenge.  Three of the children were not able to complete the challenge but Ellen succeeded as she took her time.

We also visited the planetarium were we learned about shooting stars, dust and the planets.  The names we can remember are Mercury, Venus, dwarf planets  and finally Earth.  We also learned the name of the stars.

We would like to say a big thank you to Miss Purvis for planning such a marvellous day which we will never forget.

 More Budding Journalists…
Haiti Earthquake

 By Caitlyn Cordon, Rida Maan, Laura Newstead Year 5/6
We are trying to raise money for the earthquake in Haiti. This country was already living in poverty before this disaster struck. We would like to raise enough money to help this country to get back on track and live their lives. We hope you understand that they need this money a lot. We would also like to do some fundraising events:

· Raffle 

· Cake sale

· Tombola

· School magazine

· Sponsored walk/run

Friends Group
On Wednesday afternoons, Mrs Waugh, Sam and Liz come into school to run a friends (Feelings, Remember to Relax, I can do it, Explore solutions, Now reward yourself, Don't forget to practise, Smile ) group with the pupils in Y5. They work to address the issues of confidence, listening skills and help to build resilience and emotional wellbeing. Feedback has been positive. The group is important to the healthy development of our children. It has been so good that and they have been asked to attend a special meeting to discuss their experiences. Well done Y5!
There is also a rumour that on 24th February Year 5 children will be paid £5 each, for working with a researcher about an Investing in children programme. Not at all bad for one hours work after school- slips for parental permission to follow soon. Posted by Mrs Anderson on our school website www.swalwellprimary.org.uk
Nursery

Could the parents of Nursery children please ensure that your child is collected from the playground and not from the side gate. This is to keep, children and parents safe from vehicles coming in and out of school. Standing waiting on the narrow path promotes a danger to children and yourself.
Home Access Funding
Parents who claim benefits, such as free school meals, job-seekers allowance and income support, can apply for a grant for a free home computer with free Internet connection for a year.  There are a limited number of grants and they will be allocated on a first come first served basis. To register your interest please phone 0333 200 1004 for an application pack.
Friday 5th March Fund Raising Event

We will be raising money for Yellow Moon on Friday 5th March in aid of liver transplants.

Our own pupil Liam Swan – Year 2 had a liver transplant almost two years ago. 

Today Liam is thriving, and going from strength to strength. We are very grateful to the excellent work achieved by Yellow Moon.

In support of this charity, we ask all children to wear something yellow on 5th March and to try and bring £1 to school as a donation.

Contestants for the Newcastle United Match – 100% Attendance
The Big Draw is today!

3 lucky children from the list will receive a pair of tickets.

Well done to all listed below for 100% attendance.
Reception/Year 1- Chad Brown, Harry Campbell, Lauren Day, Sophie Easton, Lee Finlay, Kai Thompson

Year 2/3- Lauren Armstrong, Will Campbell, Chloe Easton, Dylan Gardner, Antony Jeffrey, Faith Lowes, Kelsey Maltman, Demi McAdoo, Daniel Wilson

Year 4- Emily Brown, Thomas Foulis, Jack Greenup, Amy Hodgson, Jordan Jeffrey, Shay Longstaff, Karl Moorhead, Sara Pyle, Courtney Turnbull

Year 5/6- Jennifer Aitkens, Coby Brown, Courtney Cox, Lauren Henderson, Marc Jeffrey, Rida Maan, Brooke Moorhead, Laura Newstead, Lauren Pyle, Andrew Robins, Sam Searle, Leigh-ann Smith, John Stewart and Kaitlin Tremlett
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