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                                           Friday 14th January 2011
New Junior Yard School Gates
The school has installed new gates onto the Junior Yard to provide extra security for the children at school. Unfortunately, access to the school yard will be restricted, gates will be open just before 8am for Breakfast Club and just before 3:15pm at hometime. Gates will be locked at all other times.
Attendance 2011

If children do not attend school, this has a direct impact upon the child’s personal attainment and progress.

All schools in the UK are given an attendance target of 95%, last year Swalwell Primary School had only 92% attendance. All schools in Gateshead, who achieve less than 95% are under scrutiny by the Education Welfare Officer.

Children’s attendance at Swalwell Primary School has been tracked by the EWO. Today letters have been issued by the EWO, if your child has less than 90% attendance for last term. 

We understand when children are poorly and cannot attend school. Holidays during term time will not be authorised.

The EWO may inform some families of home visits to discuss children’s attendance.
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Healthy Eating

Parents are reminded that fizzy drinks, sweets and chocolate in children’s packed lunches lead directly to tooth decay and eventually to obesity. These foods should not be found in packed lunches.

The school’s student councillors have developed a plan to monitor and reward healthy eating.

Swalwell Primary School would like to welcome Rose-mary Hannon, our new school cook and Jane Cowie to our school who will be preparing delicious Healthy meals everyday for children. 

PE

Please ensure your child has a PE kit, which can be brought to school every Monday, left on a coat peg and taken home to be washed every Friday. Last week, there was one class who had 14 children without a PE kit. Year 5/6 also need to remember their swimming kits every Tuesday.
Reading Books

Thank you to all parents who regularly listen to your child read, you do a magnificent job and this really makes a difference to the progress your child makes. 

For children who are not listened to read at home, or for children whose reading books are continuously lost and never returned to school.

Your child’s reading book will stay in school until it is requested by a parent. 

This ensures regular reading at school and continuity of reading for the children.

Chris Connaughton Performance
· Wednesday morning, popular performer, storyteller and writer,Chris Connaughton, wowed Y1/2 and their parents/carers with his acting and storytelling skills. Everyone enjoyed watching his performance of "The Elves and the Shoemaker" and "Tales from the Tall Tower".

· Chris entertained our Reception children Wednesday afternoon with drama performances based on The Elves and the Shoemaker and Three Wishes 
· On Thursday Y3/4 watched Chris Connaughton perform The Tinder Box and The Firebird. In an amusing and exciting journey into fantasy and adventure, actor and storyteller Chris created a new version of the classic tale, The Firebird. This story featured the five senses as well at themes of perseverance and trust.

· Hearing of the injustices carried out in some of the notorious 'Yorkshire Schools' where boys were dreadfully treated, Charles Dickens was inspired to create the story of Nicholas Nickleby.
Chris Connaughton presented Y5/6 with a humourous, intriguing account of the early chapters of this novel and followed it up with a variety of workshop activities. 
Y5/6 had been studying playscripts in Literacy and found the performance to be both useful, accessible, moving and enjoyable.

All performances offered ideas for follow up work on storytelling, adjective work, and other literacy activities.
A big thank you to all parents/carers/ who came to watch Chris in action ...feedback has been tremendous.

This Week…

Nursery

All the new starters into Nursery this week have settled fantastic. 
If you know anyone who has a child who is 3 years old and doesn’t have a Nursery place already, please make sure you tell them to sign up to Swalwell Nursery as we are nearly full to capacity.
Reception
Many thanks to Greggs bakers for allowing Reception children to visit their store at Retail Park, Metrocentre. The visit linked with literacy work on 'The Little Red Hen'.
Pupils have read the book, made bread and are about to set up a bakery in the role play area of the classroom. The visit to Greggs enabled the children to see what other goods a baker shop sells.
Year 3/4 visited Eden Camp in Yorkshire on Monday. Many came back to school with images in their heads ready to write some wonderful descriptive sentences about the war. 
Year 5/6 

As part of their ' Neighbourhood Pride' project, Year 5/6 were given the opportunity to tour Swalwell to visually assess the condition and quality of the estate. They made note of any issues or concerns and awarded a gold, silver or bronze grade on the appearance and condition of fences, gardens, flower beds, roads, paths and street signage. 
On return to school their findings were collected and sent by e- mail to Gateshead Housing Company who will take appropriate action to remedy the identified issues

A visit to Swalwell Fire Station completed the Neighbourhood Pride Project. Children were given a guided tour of their local station. Firemen took time out to explain about the equipment and apparatus used and the importance of being a fireman. 

A big thank you to all at Swalwell Fire Station, we were made most welcome and our children were extremely well behaved (as usual!) and excellent ambassadors for the school.
Sing Up Champions

A big thank you to Jessica, Sophie, Angel and Jake P for volunteering to be our Y5 Sing Up Champions. The four will be helping other pupils to sing in school. They will have two training sessions in school and then on Wednesday 16th February they will sing at the Dryden Centre in Gateshead.

Coming up next week…

Football Match

Kieron, Jack, Jordan, Jade, Adam, Karl and Jake T have been chosen to represent our school in a 5 a side football match at Gateshead Leisure Centre on Monday 17th January, starting at 4pm and finishing at 6pm. We know they will do us proud... Good Luck!

Dinner Money

Can you make sure your child brings dinner money on a Monday in a sealed named envelope or purse (even if their lunch isn’t until Thursday) Lunch money is £1.85 per day or £9.25 per week.

Do you know?

There are more than 25% of parents at this school not claiming free school meals children are entitled to. 

To find out if your child is entitled to free school meals, you can contact Jane at Gateshead Council on 0191 433 3729.
PTA

There is a PTA meeting on 27th January. We have a guest speaker Lee Walker who is going to help us think of ideas to help fundraise for the school. We would love to see some new faces at the meetings who are willing to help the school PTA. 
After School Clubs
	Clubs available
	Age group
	Day of the week
	Time
	Cost

	Breakfast Club
	Nursery to Year 6
	Every morning
	8am till 8:55am
	FREE

	Football Club
	Year 2 to Year 6
	Monday
	3:15pm till 4:30pm
	FREE

	Youth Club
	Reception to Year 2
	Monday
	3:15pm till 4:45pm
	£1

	Dance Club
	Year 3 to Year 6
	Thursday
	3:15pm till 4pm
	FREE


More after school clubs to follow shortly.
Family Learning

There is an opportunity for parents to learn how to use ‘word’ and the internet. The class will be taken by a qualified instructor; children will join their parents at 2.45pm until 3.45pm. The class is limited to 12 places and begins on Tuesday 11th January at 1.30pm.

This will be an informative class but the emphasis is on fun and enjoyment.

TheGivingMachine – You Shop, They Give

You can now generate free cash donations for Swalwell Primary School every time you shop online via TheGivingMachine.

It will not cost you anything extra – the online shop pays the donation on your behalf.  Just go to www.thegivingmachine.co.uk:
· JOIN as a shopper/Giver 

· CHOOSE to support (Swalwell Primary School) 

· REMEMBER to shop via TheGivingMachine every time you shop online! 

You’ll find more than 250 different shops at TheGivingMachine including all your favourite high street. 

Friday


Newsletter














PAGE  
4

_1219120082.bin

_1219120364.bin

