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Friday 14th May 2010
Year 6 SATs
Well done to all children in Year 6 who participated in national tests.

The children worked very hard with reading, spelling, handwriting, writing, and mathematics tests.

A special mention to Robert Wilson, who despite being poorly was determined to complete the tests.

We must also mention the hard work and dedication of Mr Hampson and Mrs Anderson who support children throughout the year to attain national standards and above national standards.
Nursery 
The school is to install a 6 foot fence around the Nursery – on the main entrance side of the building. 
The existing Nursery fence was checked this week and passed health and safety regulations in keeping with outdoor play areas.

However, the new fence will provide additional security.

Paving stones which had been stored near the fence have been removed.
Exciting projects for the Summer Term...

Nursery/Reception/Year 1 Children 
Two artists will encourage pupils in learning how to play.  

In a high tech world of TV and computer games, young children are not always being offered the opportunity to explore the outdoors, creating worlds and scenarios through imagination alone.

The school are interested in inventive ways of using basic and easily accessible materials which can be transformed through make-believe and role play.  It would also like to encourage children to use existing play equipment in a more creative way, including lodge, climbing frame and stage area.

Reception/Year 1 will be working with an artist who can understand and interpret the world through their eyes and who can help them to have adventures.  

Year 2/3

Year 2 and 3 will work with an artist exploring the world of children’s author Anthony Browne – and take his book ‘The Tunnel’ as inspiration for outdoor learning.  

The book deals with themes of trust, relationships, adventure and other worlds and it is hoped that pupils will be able to explore emotional literacy, role play and imagination; whilst building structures like The Tunnel, will provide a stimulus for learning about construction, forces, aerodynamics, pattern, shape, weight, materials etc.

The artist will help pupils visualise Browne’s world and to explore the construction of tunnel-like structures, but also look at the possibilities of other edifices that can be built in imaginative ways outside.

Year 4

Swalwell Primary School is linked to a school in Turkey through e-twinning and the two schools are exchanging local myths, legends and stories.  

The artist will help pupils interpret stories into pictures.

It is hoped that this will help pupils gain a global perspective on the world they live in and form a basis from which to explore other countries and cultures, increasing awareness of possibilities and differences beyond their local community and raising aspiration.

Year 5/6
Year 5 and 6 will be working with an actor and writer on the story of Robinson Crusoe and his adventures.  

The artist will help pupils visualise Crusoe’s world, using the story as inspiration and taking their ideas to create an outside installation / frieze, incorporating island / shelter / raft building and outdoor scenes.

Goggle fundraising

I would like to thank all of the pupils in Year 4 and 5 to raising to the challenge of filling up  mini milk bottles with lose change.  The collection has raised an amazing £53.75.  The pennies also sparked an impromptu maths lesson for Year 4, as all of the coins had to be counted.  Well done to Year 4 for the brilliant teamwork in completing the count.  There is also some extra fundraising to be completed with Friday bun sales – watch this space.

The children have settled in well to the swimming lessons in the new pool at Gateshead.  The facilities are state of the art and a huge number of the children have risen to the challenge and have moved to the large pool.  Here, the children continue with their stroke development but also learn to build their stamina.  A huge well done for all of the effort in the swimming pool and hopefully when we purchase our new goggles there will be no stopping the children.

A big thank you again for all of your support- Written by Mrs Bovill, Year 4 teacher.

The big slide for Swalwell Park is on its way...
The slide arrived 3 weeks ago in Gateshead, however had to be sent back to the manufacturer for alterations- due to the contours of some of the hills and mounds in the park. Basically, the slide would not fit the allocated area. However installation in the park should begin soon.

School Governors
Ms Sharon Westlake and Mrs Wyn Brophy are school Governors who work very hard on a voluntary basis for the school. Ms Westlake supports the Breakfast Club every day and Mrs Brophy supports office tasks, a few times every week.
We are always interested to listen to, and acting upon parents views about what the school does well and how the school can be improved for the benefit of all.

The school has an open door policy and encourages parents to come and talk to staff about any issues. Usually a positive way forward is agreed.

However, sometimes parents may need to talk to someone who knows Swalwell Community well and someone who has direct links with the school.

Ms Westlake and Mrs Brophy will soon be organising a friendly coffee afternoon at the school, which if successful, will be offered once a month/every six weeks. This will give parents the opportunity to inform Governors about the school, in a relaxed atmosphere.
The school is hoping to provide a crèche, whilst parents have the opportunity to chat.
We will inform you of the date soon…
ICT skills – work alongside your child
There was a good response to parent and child ICT lessons – where parent s and children can learn together – about programmes such as word, powerpoint etc

The school is in touch with an ICT instructor...details to follow soon.

Miss Dixon returns to school on Wednesday next week as Mrs Purvis-if there are no flight cancellations due to the dust cloud.
Swalwell Park

There will be an official opening of Swalwell Park on Saturday 12th June and an annual general meeting – more details to follow soon.
Class with best attendance this week -  Mr Hampson’s class with 98.9%
Well done.
Birthday Celebrations- all boys next week!
Joseph Isaac Graham will be 4  years old  next week, William Patterson will be 11 years old and Kieron Trainer 9 years old.
We wish all a Happy Birthday for next week.
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