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Friday 14th October 2011

Parents Evening

Parents evenings will be held on Monday 17th October and Tuesday 18th October. Parents evening will begin around 3.30pm and end around 6.30pm. Individual teachers should have given all parents an allocated time.
We ask if you could bring along your child to this session, in order that children can share work and targets with you and their teacher.

Bullying

Behaviour is good at Swalwell Primary School. Some parents and children will call a one off incident bullying. A one off incident is not bullying.

The definition of bullying is when a child is singled out and victimised over a period of time.
Swalwell Primary School takes bullying very seriously and we have a strict code of conduct and school policy. 

If you feel your child is being bullied please contact your child’s class teacher. If you are not satisfied with the outcome, then please ask to speak to Mr Hampson, Deputy Headteacher or Mrs Lancastle-Smith, Headteacher.
Breakfast Club

Breakfast Club runs every morning from 8am till 8:55am, children who come to school at this time are expected to have breakfast if attending this club. All children who are attending Breakfast Club must go straight into school and not wait in the car park.
Zumba 
On 11th October, David Souter, body fx fitness trainer came into school to help us raise funds through a fun and exciting Zumba Sponsorship Event. Reception and Year 1 attended the first session at 1:30pm for 15 minutes, Miss Lawson's class had the next 20minute session and Y5/6 followed with a 30minute session.

We managed to raise a fantastic £400 so far, if you have any more sponsorship money please bring it into school as soon as possible.    
A special thank you to Libby Watson for organising this wonderful event and to parents, friends and guardians for sponsoring children and for helping us to raise money.
Jeans for Genes Day

Jeans for Genes is a charity which aims to change the world for children with genetic disorders. We asked children and staff to wear jeans and donate 50p for this worthy cause today. As a school we managed to raise £43!
Teachers from the Netherlands

We welcomed four teachers from the Netherlands into school on Tuesday. They came into Swalwell to observe lessons, share good practice and to discuss the implementation of the creative curriculum. Some of our Year 6 children interviewed the visitors to find out how teaching differs in other countries.
Written by Mrs Anderson
Fire Safety

A member of The Tyne and Wear Fire Service visited YI/2 and Y5/6 this week to teach children basic life skills. He discussed safety issues, hazards in the home, the importance of having working smoke alarms and escape plans at home. 

Children in Year 5/6 were told some interesting facts about fire. They learned about the triangle of fire. Oxygen is the gas which we need to breathe so it is all around us. A fire also needs oxygen to burn. Fuel is something that burns in a fire. This can be anything from paper to furniture in your house. We get heat from matches and lighters. Oxygen, fuel and heat = fire. 
The Prevention and Education Teams focus on the need to prevent fires from occurring by encouraging all members of the community to know the dangers, to take action to prevent fire, to protect homes and to know what to do should a fire occur. It is hoped that our children will tell parents, friends and relatives what they have learned so that the knowledge of fire safety procedures will be filtered through the community.
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Cinema Treat for Reception

On Friday, Reception class were invited to a free viewing of 'Sammy the Turtle' at the Odeon Cinema in the Metro Centre. 

Children thoroughly enjoyed themselves and were a credit to the school with their exemplary behaviour in and outside the cinema.
Guide Dog Association
We had some very special visitors in school today...Guide dogs and trainers. Miss Edwards had initially arranged for them to come into Reception children to link with their topic 'Pets', However, the whole school got an unexpected treat when the dogs and their trainers toured the school. 

The trainers spoke to children about the life-enhancing experience achieved through a guide dog, and how puppies are trained for this special role. They encouraged children to understand how people with sight loss cope and adapt, and to think how they can make life easier rather than more difficult for blind and partially sighted people.
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Coming Up…

· Key Stage 2 have a visit from Gateshead Music Service on Wednesday 19th October.

· Miss Foster’s class will be visiting Odeon on Monday morning to see a special preview of “Cars 2”

· On 31st October Year 5/6 will be visiting Whickham School to see a special performance of “Our House” performed by Whickham students.
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