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Friday 16th December 2011
School ends for Christmas holiday on Friday16th December, Children return to school on Wednesday 4th January 2012. Tuesday 3rd January is a teacher training day.

Attendance
All children’s names who have achieved 100% this term were put into a hat and one lucky winner was drawn.  Well done to the following children who all achieved 100% attendance this term and received a Gold certificate;
Emily Birdsall, Hannah Birdsall, Aleksy Brodzik, Chad Brown, Emily Brown, Owen Clarke, Zoe Corke, Chloe Easton, Ryan Easton, Sophie Easton, Amy Hodgson, Jordan Jeffrey, Sophie Pears, Bryony Shield, Kieran Todd, Courtney Turnbull and Faye Wheatley.

Well done to Emily Birdsall for winning £50. 

All children who achieved over 95% also received attendance certificates today. 
Pyjama Party

All teachers and children wore their best nightwear for school today. Most brought along their favourite cuddly toy too. During the day we watched a DVD, cuddled into pillows, ate sweets, had our free milk and fruit, and had lots of fun playing games to celebrate the end of term and the start of the Christmas holidays.

Jack and the Beanstalk

On Monday, Sure Start Childrens Centre invited Reception Class to Swalwell Community Centre to watch a Chaplin Pantomime production of Jack and the Beanstalk. The children thoroughly enjoyed the show and, as usual, were very well behaved...a credit to the school!

Food, Fun and Father Christmas!

Nursery and Reception children always look forward to fun and games at their Christmas party. Santa made an appearance and gave gifts to all our Reception and Nursery children. A big thank you to Mrs Wheatley, Mrs Purvis, Mrs Gray and Mrs Vanner for organising this event. 
Reception Class Sing at Community Centre

Singing at Swalwell Community Centre for the pensioners annual Christmas dinner is fun, exciting, sociable and lifts the spirits of local residents like nothing else! ..So it was with delight that Mrs Wheatley's class raised their voices in harmony to entertain the older folks of Swalwell.

Party Fun for Miss Foster’s and Miss Lawson’s classes

The Christmas party is something all our children look forward to...and every year we do not disappoint. 
This year, Miss Lawson and Miss Foster organised creative, imaginative games, provided fantastic music and kept our Year 1 to Year 4 children entertained for two hours.
Everyone agreed that this was a wonderful occasion and one they had all enjoyed.

Booktime Packs

Reception had a visit from Maria, a librarian, from Whickham Library last week.
She came to deliver the Booktime Packs - two books and a book mark which all children receive at the age of four. She read a story and told pupils about all the exciting events the library hosts.

Singing in the Community

Our Year 6 children helped to lift the spirits of residents at Whickham Villas, a local care home, today. Pupils sang a range of seasonal songs and carols, to get everyone into the Christmas mood.

The children have been practising in class for the past few weeks and their efforts were greatly received. Thank you to Mr Hampson for co-ordinating the event and to Mrs Cunningham and Mrs Mood for accompanying the children.

Our Young Reporters this week are.....Emily Birdsall and Jordan Jeffrey
“Today, we went to Whickham Villas to sing traditional Christmas songs to the old people. We sang favourites such as: Santa Claus is coming to town and Silent Night.
The pensioners thoroughly enjoyed our performance and we thoroughly enjoyed singing to them. We were given juice, biscuits and crisps. Before we left they gave us a box of Celebrations to share at school. They will remember our singing for a long time. We think we did Swalwell Primary School proud and we all worked together as a team to please the residents.”
Written and Published on the website by Emily Birdsall and Jordan Jeffrey

The Memory Machine - Parent Reviews

“I thought this was an excellent play, well performed with a fantastic selection of songs. The children's enthusiasm was wonderful to see and all played their roles excellently.“
Review by Lisa Wilson parent of Daniel 
“What a brilliant show by Swalwell Primary School! It was obvious that a lot of hard work had been put into it by both pupils and staff to make it such a success. The costumes were magnificent along with a good storyline, singing and dancing, it proves how talented the children of Swalwell Primary are. Jack's grandma and grandad said, "It was the best school performance we have ever seen!!"
Review by Lynne Pattison parent of Jack 
“The play started very well with Lauren, Will and Liam all speaking clearly and loudly enough for to hear. The costumes and makeup were great and the children knew their lines and dance moves (helped by Miss Gowland at the back). They all had fun doing their play, which is a good sign.
The moving solo performance from Danika was beautiful and had a few people, including me, in tears.
The play was well written, and as with all the other plays I have seen in school, really enjoyable to watch. 
Everyone was fabulous and I look forward to next year's play to see if it is just as good.
Well done to everyone, I loved it!”
Review by Jackie Murray parent of Dylan 

The Perfect Party

Judging from the noise in the hall on Thursday afternoon, Mr Hampson's class clearly enjoyed their Christmas Party!
Pass the Parcel, Musical Statues, Newspaper Balancing and Find an Animal Family were all played with great enthusiasm. Afterwards, the children enjoyed the delicious party food. Swalwell School children benefit each year from a free party. The cost is met entirely from school funds. 

Christmas Music Workshop

Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 had the opportunity to enjoy a festive music celebration when members of Gateshead Schools Music Service came to entertain them. Christmas music and carols, both traditional and modern,were excitingly presented. The Music Services team provided costumes and instruments for children. Everyone enjoyed this fun, educational, interactive workshop. A great big thank you to all concerned.


Happy Birthday to…
Emma Holden 4, Callum Armstrong 4, Ryan Bourn 6, Alysha O 4, Jed Ferguson 10, Aleksy B 7, Rebecca Dixon 10, Don Wharrier 6.
We wish all families a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year for 2011.

Thank you for your continued support and interest towards Swalwell Primary School.
Friday
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