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Friday 16th January 2009

Breakfast Club

We wish to say an enormous thank you to Whickham Co-op for support in helping the school to run the breakfast club for a year, supplying bread, cereal, milk and juice. 

The sponsorship has now come to an end. 

The daily charge for attending the breakfast club is still only 25p per day per child – this is excellent value for money.  The breakfast club is heavily subsidised by the school. 

In order for this service to continue – we ask parents and carers to make sure that children pay their daily/weekly contribution.

A typical time at breakfast club includes – being admitted into school by 8.15am, cereal followed by toast and jam and juice – on Friday there is a choice of spaghetti or beans on toast- sometimes even sausage sandwiches!!!

Afterwards children can play in the playground – with adult supervision until 8.45, can work in the ICT Suite on computers (Mathletic), participate in sports activities such as tri golf or can do more quiet table top activities if preferred. 
The breakfast club is open to all children of the school – whether parents are working or not. It is a hugely popular school activity with around 40% of children attending on a regular basis. 
If you would like your child to attend pick up a letter from Mrs Cunningham at the school office.

Parents Evenings

This term parents evening will be held on Tuesday 20th January – which is next week! Or Tuesday 27th January. Your child will receive a letter with your specific time to bring home.
Parents evening is going to be a little different this term – we would like parents to bring their child to the meeting with them. 

We expect children to share their targets in reading, writing and maths with their parent and their class teacher, in order that everyone is in tune with what is expected during the term.

 If parents would also like to speak privately to staff about a specific problem we ask parents to make this known to the class teacher at the beginning of the session – in order that a few minutes can be put aside.           

Attendance

How much time your child spends at school is directly related to progress and achievement.

We ask parents to encourage children to attend school on a regular basis. 

If your child is ill – could you please inform the school – on the first day of illness. (O191 4334000).

Patterns of attendance are being monitored by the Head teacher and Education Welfare Officer – it has been noticed that some children have occasional Fridays as sick days and that some children have at least one day off every week.

Parents will be contacted in relation to findings.

Newcastle United v Manchester United

For children who have 100% attendance and no recorded ‘late to school’ marks -  their names will be put into a hat at the end of half term – one lucky child will receive a pair of tickets to watch Newcastle v Manchester Utd match.

Remember – you have to be in it to win it!

M and M Theatre Production of Robin Hood

On Tuesday 20th January all children will be able to watch a colourful, scary, humorous and very noisy production of Robin Hood! The production is part of the schools Literacy enrichment programme – it comes at a cost of £295 to the school but will be offered to the children free of charge.

Development of Swalwell Park
On Wednesday 14th January at 6.00pm – Swalwell Park Development Group met to finalise the bid for a play area for 8 to 12 year olds.

We are keeping our fingers crossed that the bid for £50,000 will be successful – and at last children will have equipment to play on after school, at weekends and during the holidays in Swalwell Park.
Kingswood Payment

Just a small reminder that Year 6’s trip to Kingswood is just two months away. Anyone with any remaining money to pay can call to the office at any time.  

After School Clubs

I would just like to remind you that after school clubs are restarting week commencing 12th January.

Football team practice will be on Monday at 3.15 till 4.30pm.
Rugby training on a Wednesday between 3.15 - 4.15pm 
Football training will be on Thursday at 3.15 - 4.30pm. 

Dance Club will also be on a Thursday 3.15 till 4.00pm
Annual General Meeting

All parents are invited to Swalwell’s Little Angels Annual General Meeting on Friday 30th January at 2.30 till 3.00pm in the school hall. 

School Nurse

The school nurse is available to discuss any medical concerns you may have about yourself and/or your child – available every Thursday morning from 9.00 – 9.30am. This session is conducted by a qualified nurse and is strictly confidential. Parents could also discuss concerns about any older siblings who attend Whickham School. 

Returning Football Strips

Could all pupils who attended the football match at Gateshead Leisure Centre in December please return washed strips to school promptly. If the strips and track suits are not returned – then unfortunately the team will not be able to play at future events– a record has been kept of who has not returned the items and charges will be made for lost garments.

Mrs J Lancastle-Smith 
Head teacher

Friday Newsletter




















PAGE  
1

_1219120082.bin

_1219120364.bin

