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                                           Friday 18th February 2011
School ends for half term on Friday 18th February, children return to school on Monday 28th February 2011.
Today Swalwell Primary school children, parents and staff have raised an amazing £89.00 in aid of baby Owen. Well Done to everyone!
Congratulations
We are thrilled to announce that Mrs Wheatley will be having a baby in June. Mrs Wheatley will begin her maternity leave on 6th June and return to school in November. We wish Mrs Wheatley a happy and healthy maternity leave and look forward to her return. This will be the first staff baby for 6 years since Mrs Vanner had Thomas, we can’t wait until the baby is born and passed around for a cuddle.
Kingswood

This year our Year 6 children will be travelling to Kingswood Outdoor Centre in Northumberland on 28th March to 30th March for three fun filled days of adventure and outdoor activity. 
THE COST OF THE VISIT IS USUALLY £160 – HOWEVER WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO SECURE FUNDING TO OFFER THIS FREE OF CHARGE THIS YEAR HOWEVER NEXT YEAR WE MAY  NOT BE ABLE TO DO THIS.
Mrs Lancastle-Smith, Mrs Waugh and Mr Melgar will be accompanying the Year 6 children on the Residential. Letters will be coming out tonight to explain what the children will need to bring with them on the trip.
Dance Festival

Dance Festival performance will be in the morning of Tuesday 15th March, exact details of times will follow after half term.
This Week…

Reception

Reception Class had a wonderful time at Blagdon Forest on Tuesday. The trip was arranged by Miss Lawson as part of the Forest Schools programme. The visit was led by experienced outdoor practitioners. Despite the cold weather, our children had an exciting and fun day and are looking forward to developing the school grounds into an area suitable for outdoor activities in the future.
Reception will be working outdoors to create our own fire pit area on Tuesday 1st March. Could parents please send their child to school in suitable outdoor clothing similar to what they wore for Blagdon Forest.

Space Encounters

Our pupils exhibit high levels of interest in space related topics so you can imagine the excitement and interest a mobile planetarium brought. All children from Reception to Year 6 were educated in astronomy and space exploration on Wednesday morning. A fantastic experience for everyone! 
This has led to artwork and extended writing relating to this topic area.

Forensic Science Day
Twenty eight children from schools in the Whickham cluster (Gibside, Parochial, Clover Hill, Washingwell, Front Street and Swalwell) took part in a Forensic Science Day at Whickham School on 15th February. 

Adam, Leigh-Ann, Britanie and Rachel represented our Y6 class. Children were re-assured that this was make believe, then the 'crime scene' was taped off and the young investigators identified clues and preserved evidence by taking notes, making sketches and collecting samples.

In small groups pupils investigated common forms of evidence: hair and fibres, blood samples, finger prints and other impressions left at the scene.
The workshop culminated in an end of session assembly with both Britanie and Rachel expressing an interest in becoming real-life forensic scientists in the future.
What a fabulous day! 


Written by Mrs Anderson
Sing Up Champions
On Wednesday, Jessica, Sophie and Angel sang at The Dryden Centre Gateshead. These children should be congratulated for volunteering to help their peers sing and for becoming Swalwell's first ever Sing Up Champions.
Swalwell Staff sing on the stage at the Sage

On Thursday 17th February, staff sang on the stage at the Sage with a few other Gateshead schools. This was part of the Sing Up initiative promoting singing and well being of staff and pupils in school. There was a fabulous performance from Mr Hampson who performed part of our Swalwell song as a solo- brave man. Staff had great fun and many thanks to Shelby and Keren for organising this Gateshead event. Mr Hampson and Miss Scott are the schools staff singing champions and have brought singing resources to life at the school. 
Year 5/6 Assembly 

This afternoon Y5/6 welcomed parents and carers to a special assembly to showcase their talents and to celebrate the completion of the Neighbourhood Pride project. 


All children performed extremely well and were presented with certificates from The Gateshead Housing Inner West Team.
PTFA

The next PTFA meeting will be held on 9th March 2011 at 3:30pm in the Nursery. All parents are welcome.
Birthdays

Harry Campbell, 6 on Monday, Michael Power will be 5 on Friday and Sara Pyle is 10 on 28th February.
Attendance

Reception class have the best attendance this week of 98.9%
After School Clubs

	Clubs available
	Age group
	Day of the week
	Time
	Cost
	

	Breakfast Club
	Nursery to Year 6
	Every morning
	8am till 8:55am
	FREE
	Mrs Cunningham, Miss Scott, Ms Westlake and Mrs Mood

	Maths Club
	Year 6
	either Tuesday and Thursday or Wednesday and Friday
	8:30am till 9:00am
	FREE
	Mr Hampson

	Football Club
	Year 3 to Year 6
	Monday
	3:15pm till 4:30pm
	FREE
	Football Coach- Karl

	Youth Club
	Reception to Year 2
	Monday
	3:15pm till 4:45pm
	£1
	Youth Worker Team

	Dance Club
	Year 3 to Year 6
	Thursday
	3:15pm till 4:30pm
	FREE
	Mrs Wheatley and Miss Gowland

	Philately Club

(Stamps)
	Year 3 to Year 6
	Friday
	3:15pm till 4:15pm
	FREE
	Miss Lawson, Miss Scott and Mrs Cunningham

	Glee Club
	Year 4 to Year 6

(max 20 children)
	Friday 4th March
	3:15pm till 4:15pm
	
	The Glee Team


Details to follow…

Hockey Club & Let’s Get Cooking

Activities through Half Term in Swalwell
Toys, Tunnels and Tumble Time!

Monday 21st February

9:45am till 11:15am

Swalwell Community Centre

This event is for 0 to 5yr olds.

To book your place please call 0191 433 5266. 
Messy Church: Growing Up

Saturday 26th February at 10:30am

Holy Trinity Church, Swalwell
Friday
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