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Parent Questionnaire
We are very interested in parental views about what Swalwell Primary School does well and how we can improve services for children and parents.

In the past parents have told us that a shelter in the playground is a priority. Children tell us that they would like to cycle to school and have a cycle shelter at school. These are both listed on our School Improvement Plan, however, we have to wait until the school is refurbished – before we can go ahead with these plans. Probably autumn term 2010.

We ask parents to complete the questionnaire and to add anything that you feel is important to the improvement of the school.

All questionnaires are anonymous – could you return the questionnaire as soon as possible. 
Student Councillors
Our Student Councillors are very proactive, planning and completing school improvements. This week Student Councillors conducted a health and safety check around the school. Findings and a school action plan for improvements were presented to the whole school on Tuesday during a Student Councillor Assembly.

The school welcomes and encourages suggestions about health and safety issues and school improvements from parents. Phone 0191 4334000 to speak to Mrs Cunningham, Miss Waugh and Mrs Lancastle-Smith.
This week student councillors were responsible for highlighting school improvements needing to be done to the girls toilets and initiating the fixing of steps leading into Key Stage 1 playground. Special thanks to Mr Fitzpatrick who followed up the school improvements at lightning speed.

Next week Student Councillors will discuss teaching and learning in school and consider what is good and enjoyable about lessons and what aspects could be improved.

Attendance
The school is looking at school attendance throughout the year as a priority. Although we understand when children are ill, we will be consulting with parents whose children fall below 85% attendance.
As with all schools in Gateshead, Swalwell Primary School has to involve the Education Welfare Officer when attendance of individual children falls to a certain level.

Swalwell Park

All of the equipment for phase 1 is now in the park. Apart form some ground work, phase 1 is complete.

Children are having fun, exploring and playing with the new equipment.

The equipment in Swalwell Park is designed and manufactured to safety specifications.

Equipment should be used in a responsible manner.
It is advisable that young children playing in the park should be supervised by adults.

Dance Festival
Children from many of the borough's schools were asked to perform at The Sage as part of the Gateshead Schools Dance Festival 2010. The theme was carnivals and festivals from around the world which reflects links to countries at the London 2012 Olympics.
The festival has become an annual event in the Swalwell diary. Rehearsals after school culminated in a flawless performance by our pupils.
Dance is a physical activity, and it gives our children the opportunity to use imagination, improve health, and boost confidence, to perform and to have fun.
The dancers were a credit to the school and should be congratulated for their hard work and commitment.
A huge thank you to Miss Scott (Rec/Y1) for organisation, support and costume design and to the students from Whickham School and Sports College for their help and guidance. Thanks also to Mrs Bovill and Miss Scott (KS2) for transporting children to and from the venue. Photographs in the sports events album in website gallery- posted by Mrs Anderson
Road Safety

Mrs Hart from Road Safety Education came into school to talk to Nursery, Reception and Y1 children about being safe when they are out and about. She talked about the importance of holding an adults hand, wearing of seat belts when travelling by car and the best place to sit on public transport.
Billy the bear accompanied Miss Hart and helped her to demonstrate safety issues.
Nursery

Maria Buckley, from Whickham Library, came into Nursery this morning to read the story of 'The Grumpy Cat ' to our children. The event was organised to promote the importance of sharing stories with children. 
At the end of the session everyone took home a treasure chest containing two free story books, colouring pencils, book labels and lots of other goodies.

Reception/Year 1

Green fingered children in Reception / Year 1 have planted new trees on the school grounds. Pupils, with the help of Mr Fitzpatrick (our site manager) planted a mixture of Silver Birch, Hornbeam and Rowan trees on the land surrounding the school building.
This simple act of tree planting enabled our children to have fun outdoors, improved their understanding of nature and has the power to improve our school grounds.



Alice in Wonderland – Lunch time

Mrs Johnson, our school cook has the ingredients to serve up food which looks fantastic, tastes great and does children good. Today, in conjunction with Gateshead School Meals Service, she prepared and delivered an Alice in Wonderland themed menu for Swalwell pupils. This was organised to promote the uptake of a healthy, balanced mid day meal.
The Mad Hatter's Menu consisted of:
Tweedle Dee (meat) or Tweedle Dum (non meat) pizza 
or Oyster Bake (pitta bread with tuna and salad )
Salads from the Garden Of Life (cucumber, tomato, lettuce, sweetcorn )
Cabbages and King's Coleslaw

The March Hare's Straw Potatoes
The Queen of Hearts Homemade Jam Tarts or Cheshire Cat Biscuits

Dormouse Juice (served out of a teapot )

In support of this we asked our children to dress in costume or non- uniform. What a wonderful day we had! We would all like to say a big thank you to Mrs Johnson.



Kingswood reminder for Yr 6
Come to school for 9.00am – or earlier if you are going to the Breakfast Club. 

Put your bag into the school library, give all medication and medication forms to Mrs Lancastle- Smith – including travel sickness tablets. Children will be leaving for Kingswood after lunch at approximately 1.30pm.

Coming home – the bus will arrive back at school at 2.30pm on Wednesday 31st March. Parents may take their child (and any brothers and sisters) home early if they wish. 
Easter Holidays
School ends on Thursday 1st April at 3.15pm

School reopens –Monday 19th April at 9.00am or 8.00am for children attending the Breakfast Club.
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