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School Meal Price Increase
From Monday 4th April 2011, the price of our school meals will be £1.90 a day, or £9.50 a week.

Gateshead Council’s school meals service, who provide our school meals, are recognised for being one of the best in the country, but have faced increasing food costs this year. Gateshead School Meals have made every effort in order to keep the price increase to the absolute minimum of 5p.   

At £1.90, a two-course school lunch is excellent value for money, and our menus offer plenty of fresh meat and poultry, and fruit and vegetables. Only quality ingredients are used, where possible from local suppliers, to prepare fresh meals, cooked and served by our skilled and experienced team. School meals offer children the chance to eat a nutritious tasty meal in a sociable, friendly environment.
Attendance

Today many children received gold and silver awards for attendance. Fantastic! Well done to you indeed.
Many children are around the 90% mark, with a little extra effort this term and next term you have the potential to achieve attendance awards too.

Letters are sent out today to parents of children who have below 95%.

These letters are intended to supply parents with information about your child’s attendance and to encourage parents to keep track. 
We understand and sympathise if your child is ill and cannot attend school.

Did you know that if your child is late and is not in school by 9.15am – this is classed as an absence?

Did you know that taking holiday during school time can drastically reduce your attendance percentage. This is why most holidays are classed as an unauthorised absence.
Statistics show that children who attend school regularly are more likely to achieve academic success.
Year 6 Kingswood Trip- 28th March until 30th March 2011
Children in Year 6 and Jake in Year 5 (competition winner) had a wonderful time at Kingswood Outdoor Centre. Behaviour was marvellous and bravery and courage spectacular!
Children participated in activities such as GSwing, quads, high equilibrium, nightline, campfire, shelter building, archery, team challenge, abseiling, orienteering, field games, areoball, survival and climbing.  Children danced the night away at the Club Kingswood disco; then sipped hot chocolate until lights out at 10 o’clock.
The children have some happy memories, including hunting for ghosts in dormitories! Photographs can be seen on the school website www.swalwellprimary.org 
Many children really challenged themselves and did some quite amazing things.
Happy 11th Birthday to Rachel Westwick, who had a huge cake supplied by her mum which was enjoyed by all including Kingswood instructors. 
Special thanks to Mrs Waugh (Mammy Waugh)  and Mr Melgar who accompanied the children and worked exceptionally hard.

Royal Wedding
To celebrate the marriage of Prince William and Kate Middleton at the end of April, the school is going to have a Royal Wedding Party on Thursday 14th April. Children can come to school dressed as if going to a wedding.
If children are staying for a school meal, please fill in the leaflet which is coming home tonight, dinner will be charged at £1.90 unless you receive Free School Meals.

Royal Wedding Picnic Lunch
Westminster Abbey Sausage Rolls

Buckingham Palace Pizza

Wedding Procession Pizza and Sausage Rolls (vegetarian)

The Bride’s Bouquet of Sandwich Bites

Confetti Carrot Sticks

Dessert

William and Kate’s Royal Wedding Cup Cake 

with

An apple juice toast to the Bride and Groom
Key Stage 2 Music Workshop
On Wednesday morning our KS2 classes participated in a marvellous music workshop delivered by Gateshead Music Services 'A' team. Judith, Craig, David and Tom certainly hit the high notes with their educational, entertaining workshop on music and dance.

The children were introduced to a wide variety of music and dance from history including an Elizabethan Dance, Morris Dance and Charleston. Pupils also did The Hand Jive and The Twist. The session ended with a fabulous rendition of Bolero.

Bike Marking

As part of the Safer Schools Partnership, Swalwell Community Support Officer, Sean Routledge was in school on Tuesday to etch pedal cycles with a postcode and to offer advice on crime prevention.
Fair Trade
All children this afternoon tested Fair Trade chocolate and apricot Geobars. We were one of the first Fair Trade schools in Gateshead. Geobars are sold every breaktime costing 32p each.
Royal British Legion Visitors

Year 3/4 were honoured to welcome Danny Cassidy, the County Poppy Appeal Co- ordinator,and Norman and Frank, two World War 2 veterans, to Swalwell School on Wednesday afternoon.


The children were privileged as they were able to ask Frank and Norman about their experiences during the war, try on hats and look at their war medals.
Year 3/4 would like to say a huge thank you to these wonderful gentlemen for giving up their valuable time to help with this terms World War 2 Topic.

As a result of the visit it is hoped that we will be one of 90 schools in the North East to become an official supporter of The Royal British Legion.
PTFA

The next PTFA meeting will be held on 7th April 2011 at 3:30pm in the Nursery. All parents are welcome. Please let us know if you are able to help the PTFA in other ways e.g. selling raffle tickets or helping at disco.
Easter Disco

Tuesday 12th April 

Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2’s disco will be from 5pm till 6:30pm

Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 disco will start from 7pm till 8:30pm. 
Tickets are on sale from Monday, costing £2.50 this includes a hot dog, a drink, packet of crisps and a mix up.
Easter Cake Sale
A Cake Sale will be held in the school hall on Friday 15th April, straight after school with plenty of cakes to choose from. All money raised goes to School Funds.
Easter Egg Competition
We would like to challenge all children to design an easter egg- not on paper but an actual egg! Please make sure an adult hard boils the egg before decorating. There will be one winner chosen from each class who will win an Easter Egg! We ask for all decorated eggs to be in for the last week before Easter half term.
Easter Raffle

Tickets are on sale now from school office, Nursery and PTFA members will be on the school yard, it’s 50p a strip or 10p for one ticket.

Prizes include;

A Hamper full of goodies, a giant Easter egg, a complimentary meal for 2 at Frankie and Benny’s, an Easter cake and much more…

Happy Birthday to…
Abigail Ormond, 9 and Abbie Turnbull, 6 both last Monday, Rachel Westwick, 11 on Wednesday and Jessica Hall who is 10 today! 
Class Attendance
Highest class attendance this week was very close with Year ¾ achieving 98%, however, Year ½ achieved 98.1% …very well done to both classes!
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