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                                           Friday 21st January 2011
Nursery Parents

Nursery staff will collect children from the playground at 9am. To avoid any unnecessary upset to the children, parents are asked to let children who are unaccompanied to come in to the school first followed by children who are accompanied by their parents. 
Let’s Get Cooking
Swalwell School recently gained funding to join a national network of cooking clubs for parents and children. The aim is to teach young people and families new cooking skills. The club is for children from Reception to Year 6. The club co-ordinator is Miss Lawson supported by Miss Scott. 

In preparation for the launch of the club a Let's Get Cooking start-up day was planned for today starting at 9:30 and finishing for 3:00pm. Lauren H, Jade T and Connor were chosen to go to Kingsmeadow School to represent our school on this special day.
PTA
The next PTA meeting is to be held on Thursday 27th January at 3:30pm in Nursery. We have a guest speaker who is going to help us relaunch the PTA and give us ideas of how to fundraise for the school.

We would love to see some new faces at the meetings who are willing to help the school PTA. If you would like to be involved in the PTA, please speak to Mrs Purvis or Miss Waugh or come along on Thursday.
PE

Please ensure your child has a PE kit, which can be brought to school every Monday, left on a coat peg and taken home to be washed every Friday. 
Year 5/6 also need to remember their swimming kits every Tuesday.
Football Match

Kieron, Jack, Jordan, Jade and Karl did a magnificent job playing football for the school at Gateshead Leisure Centre on Monday night.
Many thanks to Mrs Wheatley for transporting the children

Multi skills

Children from our Year 3/4 class, Will, Lauren, Demi, Liam, Reece, and Connor took part in a multi - skills event which was held in Whickham School sports hall on Wednesday afternoon. As usual, the children did us proud. They all had a lovely time mixing with other schools in the catchment area and came second in the tournament against other Whickham schools.
Dance Workshop

Laura (Y6), Antony and Faith (Y3/4) attended a G & T dance workshop at Whickham School on Wednesday with Miss Gowland. The workshop was held in the dance studio at Whickham and all children who participated received a certificate. Excellent work.
Year 5/6 had a special visitor

On Monday, Mrs Corbett, a valued ex- employee of Swalwell School came into class to talk about the history of the school. Children took notes of important dates and events to use in future lessons.
Reading Books

Thank you to all parents who regularly listen to your child read, you do a magnificent job and this really makes a difference to the progress your child makes. 

For children who are not listened to read at home, or for children whose reading books are continuously lost and never returned to school.

Your child’s reading book will stay in school until it is requested by a parent. 

This ensures regular reading at school and continuity of reading for the children.

Coming up…

Tree Planting

Gateshead Council have invited five pupils and a member of staff from our school to take part in tree planting in Swalwell.
Karl, Emily Brown, Kieron, Courtney and Angel have been chosen to represent Y5/6 at this event.
Parents Afternoon 
After the success of last terms Parents Coffee Afternoon held by Wyn Brophy, Sharon Westlake and Mrs Cunningham, the school have decided to hold another parent meeting. 

The meeting will be held on Monday 7th February 2pm till 3pm at the school. All parents are welcome, we would like to hear your opinions on what you like about the school and how we can improve.
Dinner Money

Can you make sure your child brings dinner money on a Monday in a sealed named envelope or purse (even if their lunch isn’t until Thursday) Lunch money is £1.85 per day or £9.25 per week.

Do you know?

There are more than 25% of parents at this school not claiming free school meals children are entitled to. 

To find out if your child is entitled to free school meals, you can contact Jane at Gateshead Council on 0191 433 3729.
Family Learning

There is an opportunity for parents to learn how to use ‘word’ and the internet. The class will be taken by a qualified instructor; children will join their parents at 2.45pm until 3.45pm. The class is limited to 12 places and begins on Tuesday 11th January at 1.30pm.

This will be an informative class but the emphasis is on fun and enjoyment.

After School Clubs
	Clubs available
	Age group
	Day of the week
	Time
	Cost

	Breakfast Club
	Nursery to Year 6
	Every morning
	8am till 8:55am
	FREE

	Football Club
	Year 3 to Year 6
	Monday
	3:15pm till 4:30pm
	FREE

	Youth Club
	Reception to Year 2
	Monday
	3:15pm till 4:45pm
	£1

	Hockey Club
	Year 3 to Year 6
	Wednesday
	3:15pm till 4pm
	FREE

	Dance Club
	Year 3 to Year 6
	Thursday
	3:15pm till 4pm
	FREE


Term Dates

Holiday


School Closes


School Opens 

3:15 P.M. 



9A.M.

2010

Spring Mid-term

Friday 18.02.11


Monday 28.02.11

EASTER


Friday 15.04.11


Tuesday 03.05.11

(Including May Day on Monday 2/5/11)

Summer Mid-term

Friday 27.05.11


Monday 06.06.11

SUMMER


Friday 22.07.11


Monday 05.09.11
TheGivingMachine – You Shop, They Give

You can now generate free cash donations for Swalwell Primary School every time you shop online via TheGivingMachine.

It will not cost you anything extra – the online shop pays the donation on your behalf.  Just go to www.thegivingmachine.co.uk:
· JOIN as a shopper/Giver 

· CHOOSE to support (Swalwell Primary School) 

· REMEMBER to shop via TheGivingMachine every time you shop online! 

You’ll find more than 250 different shops at TheGivingMachine including all your favourite high street. 
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