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Friday 26th March 2010

The school closes for Easter Holiday on Thursday 1st April at 3.15pm and reopens on Monday 19th April at 9.00am or 8.00am for Breakfast Club.
Attendance
The school is looking at school attendance throughout the year as a priority. Although we understand when children are ill, we will be consulting with parents whose children fall below 85% attendance.

As with all schools in Gateshead, Swalwell Primary School has to involve the Education Welfare Officer when attendance of individual children falls to a certain level.

Swalwell Park

Just when we thought phase one of the park was complete, we have received exciting news that a slide is to arrive within the next two weeks.

There has been fantastic community spirit, with parents working together to supervise their own and other children in the park after school.

We have made children aware of how to keep themselves and others safe in the park.

e- Safety

On Tuesday, children in Key Stage 1 and 2 learned about how to stay safe whilst using the internet, using mobile phones, chat rooms and gaming online. Mr Carter a consultant from Gateshead City Learning Centre, discussed with children the dangers of using social networking sites such as Facebook and My Space.

Children were informed that you have to be at least 13 years old or older before you are permitted to use these sites.

The messages were clear:

Children should never give personal information online or arrange to meet someone they do not know.

Children should not bully, harass or abuse anyone else on line.

Children should report any abuse they experience themselves on line, by clicking on the report abuse icon – on most sites.

We encourage parents to visit the website www.thinkuknow.co.uk for more information.

Kingswood

Year 6 travel to Hexham, to visit Kingswood residential centre on Monday 29th March and return on Wednesday 31st March, on the action packed menu are team challenge, quad biking, archery, geo force swing,  zip wire , nightline and a disco!

Children will be accompanied on the trip by Mrs Lancastle-Smith and Mrs Waugh.

Please ensure all consent forms and medical forms and medication including inhalers are handed in. Any child without a signed consent form and medical form unfortunately will not be permitted to go to Kingswood.

First Aid

Congratulations to Miss Dixon who completed her first aid certificate this week.

The school now has four qualified staff in first aid. Mrs Lancastle-Smith, Mrs Cunningham, Miss Dixon and Mrs Waugh.

After School Clubs
All after school clubs next week are cancelled, please note this includes Film Club. 
School Lunch Price Rise...
Please note from Monday 5th April 2010, the school meal price will be £1.85 per day, or £9.25 per week. 

School meals can be paid for in advance by cash or cheque [made payable to Gateshead Council] at the school office. 

If you would like more information about school meals, or to see the menu, please visit www.gateshead.gov.uk/schoolmeals or contact the school meals team on freephone 0800 169 2780.

Seven Stories- Music and Drama from the Eastern Cape
Children from Year 2/3 and Year 4 are visiting Seven Stories on Monday 28th March. The children are in for a treat with music and drama from the Eastern Cape of South Africa. 
Football Match

Very well done to children who took part in the Inner West football league, held at Whickham Parochial School. All Swalwell footballers played with exceptional skills.

Brilliant work from Toni Fradgley, Jade Turnbull, John Stewart, John Armstrong, Coby Brown, Callum Brown, Marc Jeffrey and Jack Greenup.

Tennis Tournament…
The Year 3 children did a wonderful job of representing our school at a Tony Blair Tennis Challenge. They all played at least 6 single matches against children from other schools. Well done to Jed Ferguson, Matthew Graham, Dylan Murray, Antony Jeffrey, Ethan Lockett, Faith Lowes, Chloe Easton and Rebecca Dixon.
Graduation Ceremony

As part of the careers work that has taken place in our school (Impact Theatre, University visit and careers workshops) the Year 5/6 class took part in a graduation event. This was held in the school hall on Wednesday 24th March and lasted about an hour. 
We first of all had a talk from Gavin Bradshaw, the gentleman who organised the career work and workshops. This was followed by a viewing of the film from the drama work we did with Impact Theatre. Then we donned caps, gowns and silks before being presented with certificates from the University visit and Employer events. Professional photographs of the event were taken and will be given to the children at a later date. For photographs visit the school website at www.swalwellprimary.org

Easter Activities at Holy Trinity Church

Whilst Y6 are on residential at Kingswood, Year 5 will be taking part in an Easter activity session at Holy Trinity Church. 
Rev. A Thorpe will be leading the session which is planned for Tuesday 30th March. We are sure our Year 5 children will have a wonderful time.

Turtle project

As most of us know some Turtle species are becoming extinct. We are hoping to have a raffle to raise money for this cause on Monday 29th March, raffle tickets cost 10p each or 50p for 1 strip. We will donate the money to Australia Zoo to help them with their turtle breeding programme. 

SO PLEASE HELP THESE POOR CREATURES!

Did you know?

*Over one million Turtles are taken into surgery each year.

*Most Turtles think that plastic bags are jellyfish and eat them thinking they are jellyfish.

*They think our rubbish is food.

By Katie Waggott and Rida Maan
..............................................................................................................................

Please fill in and return to school.
As a parent/carer:

I would/would not be interested in attending a 1 hour session at the school on safety.

Signed: .............................................................................................................
I would/would not like to attend ICT lessons using ‘word’ – working alongside my own child/children after school.

Signed: .............................................................................................................
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