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Friday 30th January 2009

Reading
Well done to all parents/carers who continue to listen to children read three times a week. This is having a good impact upon raising standards for your own individual child. Many parents have commented that improvements in reading can be clearly seen.  

We appreciate that parents are busy and some parents work most evenings – however a few minutes of quality time spent reading with your child can make all the difference to their achievement. 
Reading is a very important skill for life.  
Homework
Homework tends to be a tricky topic with some parents believing in lots of homework every evening and some parents believing that home should be the time for children to relax. 
At Swalwell Primary School it is our policy to provide meaningful and useful homework activities in order to enrich lessons.

Therefore we ask for parental co-operation to make sure your child completes his/her homework on time and hands it in at the appropriate place/time. Children thrive when given a little responsibility.
If your child has any issues or difficulty with homework do not hesitate to contact the class teacher.

Parents Evenings

If you were unable to make parents evening – and would like an appointment to see your child’s class teacher. Appointments are still available after school – phone the main office to arrange 01914334000.
Many children participated in parents evening this term and shared their individual targets in English and Mathematics with their teacher and parent. It is very important that school, parent and child are trying to achieve the same goals. 

The response about including children in the parents evening process has been very positive.  

Year 4/5 Basketball Tournament

Well done to pupils who took part in the basketball tournament held at Whickham School on Thursday evening after school. The team played very well and the children’s attitude and conduct were a credit to the school.

Special thanks to Coby Brown, John Armstrong, Toni Fradgley, Courtney Cox, Sam Searl, Jordan Renforth and to Miss Scott and Miss Dixon who transported and supported the children.

Coming up… Year 6 Rugby Tournament on 11th February …more details to follow.

Coming up…Year 5 trip to Centre for Life …more details to follow.

Maths Workshop Morning 

We will be opening up the school for parents/carers to work with their children on a range of Maths activities. This will be a great opportunity for you to join in with your child/children’s Maths learning in school and discover Mathematics behind the different games and activities we play in our Maths lessons.  A letter will soon follow, giving you further details. This event will now take place after half term and not on the 6th February as originally planned.
Creams and ointments
Just a reminder that if you wish your child to administer creams or lip balm – the school requires a covering letter, signed by the parent and your child needs to take the cream or balm to the main office for safe keeping.

Newcastle United v Manchester United

For children who have 100% attendance and no recorded ‘late to school’ marks -  their names will be put into a hat at the end of half term – one lucky child will receive a pair of tickets to watch Newcastle v Manchester Utd match on Wednesday March 4th.

Remember – you have to be in it to win it!
Names on Clothing/uniforms please!
May we remind parents to put children’s names onto all articles of school uniform, this will avoid upset and wasted learning time.

New Roof

Our new roof is almost complete. We look forward to replacement of windows and doors and a complete rewire soon.

After School Clubs

I would just like to remind you that our after school clubs this term are;

Football team practice is on Monday at 3.15 till 4.30pm.

Rugby training on a Wednesday between 3.15 - 4.15pm 

Football training is on a Thursday at 3.15 - 4.30pm. 

Dance Club will also be on a Thursday 3.15 till 4.00pm

Anyone wanting to join please ask the teacher who is running the club if there are any available places.
Holiday List

Included with this letter is a list of holiday dates for the coming year.

Mrs J Lancastle-Smith 
Head teacher
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