[image: image1.png]SWALWELL

)





[image: image3.jpg]N2
8 /S

T heGrvingMachine™



                                                                  
                                           Friday 4th February 2011
Attendance
The Government target for attendance is 95%. Swalwell Primary School’s attendance was 92% in 2009/2010. All schools below 95% in Gateshead are targeted by the Education Welfare Officer.

The Local Authority can track attendance of every child in Gateshead. It is the duty of the Education Welfare Officer and the school to inform parents if their child’s attendance drops below a certain level.

Some parents have already received letters from the school if attendance of their child is 85% or below. 
Today we issue letters to parents who have children with 95% to 85% attendance. 
These children are ‘borderline’ and generally good attenders- but who are below the Government target- these children have a chance of reaching 95% or above attendance before the end of the school year if now attend regularly.
Very well done to Chad Brown, Emily Brown, Bethaney Cordon, Caitlyn Cordon, Chloe Easton, Sophie Easton, Ryan Easton, Antony Jeffrey, Jordan Jeffrey, Grace Johnson, Matthew Knight, Annie Rose Moorhead, Laura Nevin, Sam Searle, Bryony Shield, Bethany Trotter and Jade Turnbull who had 100% attendance last term. 

All seventeen names were put into a hat and one lucky name was drawn. The winner was Jade Turnbull, who receives £50. Please come to the office to receive your cheque. 

Once again we understand and sympathise when children are ill and cannot attend school. We also understand that sometimes families can go through a patch of one illness after another.
This Week…

Beauty and the Beast

On Wednesday morning pupils joined Belle, Scamper the dog, Mrs Potts, Luminaire, Gaston and The Beast in an M&M theatrical adaptation of Beauty and the Beast.

The pantomime offered children the opportunity to respond to performance and to appreciate traditional tales and fairy stories. It also illustrated the importance of issues such as the value of friendships.
Year 1/2 Trip

On Wednesday afternoon Year ½ children visited Holy Trinity Church. The children looked around the church and investigated the different types of objects you would typically find within a Christian church. 

Basketball Tournament 

On Thursday night, Mrs Wheatley took 6 children to Whickham School to take part in a basketball tournament with the other Whickham schools. Courtney, Karl, Angel, Amy, Matthew and Sara did a magnificent job representing Swalwell Primary. Children were transported by Mrs Wheatley, Mr Hampson and Miss Waugh.
Next Week…

Parents Afternoon 
After the success of last terms Parents Coffee Afternoon held by Wyn Brophy, Sharon Westlake and Mrs Cunningham, the school have decided to hold another parent meeting. 

The meeting will be held on Monday 7th February 2pm till 3pm at the school. All parents are welcome, we would like to hear your opinions about what you think is good about the school and how we can improve the school. There will be tea and coffee with biscuits available during the meeting.
Sing 2 Sing

On Wednesday 9th February at 2.45pm we will be taking part in a sponsored World Record Breaking attempt to raise funds for a national charity- SignHealth.

All children and staff will be singing and signing the New Seekers hit "I'd like to teach the world to sing". Money raised will go towards improving the health and well-being of deaf people.
This is an opportunity for pupils to learn a new and valuable skill, as well as raising awareness of deaf issues.
This will be led and managed by Miss L Scott.

Forensic Science Day
Three children from Year 5/6 will be visiting Whickham School on Wednesday, to take part in a Gifted and Talented event with other Whickham primary schools.
Coming Up…

Swalwell Park Meeting

On Tuesday 15th February at 3:30pm, there will be a Swalwell Park meeting. Anyone can attend this meeting, we would love to hear your views on the current park and what your children would like to see next.
Dinner Money

Can you make sure your child brings dinner money on a Monday in a sealed named envelope or purse (even if their lunch isn’t until Thursday) Lunch money is £1.85 per day or £9.25 per week.

Do you know?

There are more than 25% of parents at this school not claiming free school meals children are entitled to. 

To find out if your child is entitled to free school meals, you can contact Jane at Gateshead Council on 0191 433 3729.
After School Clubs
	Clubs available
	Age group
	Day of the week
	Time
	Cost
	

	Breakfast Club
	Nursery to Year 6
	Every morning
	8am till 8:55am
	FREE
	Mrs Cunningham, Miss Scott, Ms Westlake and Mrs Mood

	Football Club
	Year 3 to Year 6
	Monday
	3:15pm till 4:30pm
	FREE
	Football Coach- Karl

	Youth Club
	Reception to Year 2
	Monday
	3:15pm till 4:45pm
	£1
	Youth Worker Team

	Hockey Club
	Year 3 to Year 6
	Wednesday
	3:15pm till 4pm
	FREE
	Hockey Coach- Alison

	Netball
	
	Wednesday 
	8:15am till 8:50am
	FREE
	Netball Coach- Alison

	Dance Club
	Year 3 to Year 6
	Thursday
	3:15pm till 4pm
	FREE
	Mrs Wheatley and Miss Gowland

	Philately Club

(Stamps)
	Year 3 to Year 6
	Friday
	3:15pm till 4:15pm
	FREE
	Miss Lawson, Miss Scott and Mrs Cunningham


Coming Up….details to follow shortly.

Let’s Get Cooking

Glee Club starting after Half Term
TheGivingMachine – You Shop, They Give

You can now generate free cash donations for Swalwell Primary School every time you shop online via TheGivingMachine.

It will not cost you anything extra – the online shop pays the donation on your behalf.  Just go to www.thegivingmachine.co.uk:
· JOIN as a shopper/Giver 

· CHOOSE to support Swalwell Primary School
· REMEMBER to shop via TheGivingMachine every time you shop online! 

You’ll find more than 250 different shops at TheGivingMachine including all your favourite high street. 
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