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Whickham Primary Review
On Tuesday 9th February more options will be put to Gateshead Cabinet about school review in the Whickham area.

The options include:

1.  Proposal to close Sacred Heart RC Primary School, Byermoor, with effect from August 2011. Pupils to be offered places in other schools in Gateshead or County Durham with spare capacity. Consideration to be given to a temporary capacity increase at St Mary’s RC Whickham, if required.

2. Proposal to close Marley Hill Community Primary School with effect from August 2011. Pupils to be offered places in Clover Hill Primary School, with a temporary capacity increase if required.

3. Proposal to give further consideration to the future of Front Street, Swalwell and Washingwell Schools in Whickham, including consideration of an option to merge Front Street and Fellside Schools, on the Fellside site, extended to two forms of entry.

What does this mean for Swalwell Primary School?

If Front Street merges with Fellside, this means that Swalwell will be the only school in the Swalwell and lower Whickham area. There will be more opportunity for Swalwell to expand into a 210 pupil school. 

We ask parents to support the merger of Front Street with Fellside school to enable Swalwell to thrive and expand.

Swalwell Primary School goes from strength to strength, with very good SATs results, good Ofsted report but most importantly happy children who enjoy coming to school.
Parents Evening
Thank you for the tremendous support during parents evening. This term there was a 98% turnout of parents and children.  Most children had very encouraging reports from teachers and a few individual targets to work on.
Half Term
Remember next week is the last week before half term – school closes on Friday 12th February at 3.15pm. School reopens on Monday 22nd February – breakfast club at 8.15am.
Things to look forward to after half term...
Film Club... letter to follow soon

Good Practice in Reading
Well done to Lee Findlay Year 1 and Miss Scott for demonstrating good reading skills at Albany Primary School in Washington. Lee and Miss Scott were observed by teachers from Sunderland, Gateshead, and North Tyneside. Mrs Gray accompanied Lee to and from the venue.
Budding Journalists
Some weeks children in Year 5 and Year 6 will contribute to writing articles for the Friday letter...Caitlyn Corden and Co?

HEALTH WEEK
Swalwell Primary School is holding its annual Health Week this week to offer children the motivation and opportunity to adopt active healthy lifestyles. Various activities are organised throughout the week to get children thinking about and taking responsibility for their own health. Children will participate in different tasks in and out of the classroom which will encourage them to adopt healthy and active minds and bodies. Workshops and games will be on offer, with the school nurse taking sessions on safety with medicines, diet, hygiene, general health and well-being. We all want Swalwell to be as healthy a school as it can be. We will continue to provide milk and fruit at morning break for every child as we believe this helps pupils to concentrate on their work and perform better in class. 

Remember the 5 healthy rules

Sleep well

Be active

Eat 5 portions of fruit and vegetables a day

Have fun

Be happy

Parents are encouraged to continue their good practice of providing healthy packed lunches.
Photographs can be seen on the website gallery – Mrs Anderson updates the website every week.
Year 5/6 ‘Would you like my job?’

On Monday Y5/6 took part in a business enterprise activity called "Would you like my job?" Representatives from North - East business links came into school to discuss their jobs. Pupils asked questions to find out more about the world of work and employment. The workshops were run by Sue Coulson, from Graphite Resources,(a waste management company who offer different ways to recycle rubbish) and Trevor Underwood, from Path Head Watermill (a local tourist attraction).Sue talked about landfill diversion techniques and her role at Graphite Resources, whilst Trevor informed us of the history and restoration of the mill and his work within this popular tourist attraction. 

Year 2/3 MULTI SKILLS 
On Wednesday 3rd February, Miss Smith and Miss Scott took children in Year 2 and Year 3 on a trip to Whickham School to represent Swalwell at a Multi-skills event. All the children had a lovely time mixing with other schools in the Whickham area.
CENTRE FOR LIFE
Matthew Graham, Ethan Lockett and Jed Ferguson from Year 3 and Sophie Pears, Jake Plummer and Emily Brown from Year 4 joined other children from the other Whickham schools on a trip to the Centre for Life Museum this week. The children went through Astronaut Training – where they explored the problems faced by astronauts as they live and work in space. They also visited the Planetarium to explore the night sky and its constellations and travel through our solar system. All the children had a fantastic time and as quoted “are a credit to the school”.
Dog Warden Visit
Key Stage 2 had an excellent assembly from the dog warden today. He told the children how to keep their dogs safe and what to do if you dog becomes lost.

Gateshead Council is offering a free micro chipping service for dogs, but the offer will end soon. The dog warden will come to your home and micro chip your dog there. Phone the dog warden on 433 3131 or email: dogwarden@gateshead.gov.uk.
Home Access Funding
Parents who claim benefits, such as free school meals, job-seekers allowance and income support, can apply for a grant for a free home computer with free Internet connection for a year.  There are a limited number of grants and they will be allocated on a first come first served basis. To register your interest please phone 0333 200 1004 for an application pack.
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