

[image: image1.png]SWALWELL

)



                                                                  
                                            Friday 5th June 2009

Impetus Award
This week four children travelled to Dryden Professional Development Centre to be representatives of the school for the Impetus Award. This is an award based on children’s human rights. The children presented a project based upon raising aspirations, to a panel of three judges. The children were then asked a series of sometimes quite difficult questions.
We were very proud of how the children were able to express themselves in a clear and enthusiastic way. So too were the judges who awarded the children the award ‘on the spot.’
Special thanks goes to Mrs Anderson who supported the children in the preparation of the project. Well done to Rida Maan Year 5, Stephen Pyle Year 6, Michael Summerside Year 6 and Megan Clark Year 6.

Heworth Grange CLC
Year 2/3 had a brilliant day at the CLC on Wednesday – the theme of the visit was the use of multi media and working with Jingle Jangle Jungle!
Year 6 were also at the CLC studying Matilda – software based on the book by the author Roald Dahl.

Next week – Year 5 and Year 3/4 are off to the CLC on Wednesday 10th June – all children will need a packed lunch, or a packed lunch prepared by the school kitchen.

Reception/Year 1

Hopefully Reception/Year 1 will be visiting Holy Trinity Church next week- if the church floor has been finished.
Prepare Your Child for Early Years Nursery
It was wonderful to see some of our new starters and parents to the Nursery on Tuesday evening. Parents had a tour of the school, then a very informative discussion with Sure Start representative Kerry Taylor. The next session is Tuesday 9th June at 4pm to 5.30pm.
Literacy – making story bags – this session begins on 9th June – all parents with KS1 children are welcome- see flyer.

Nursery
From Monday 8th June – the small Nursery gate will be locked – when parents drop children off at Nursery around 9.00am. 
Parents are asked to take children into the Key Stage 1 playground – so teachers can escort the children into school. 

Parents will be asked to leave by the Key Stage 1 gate after dropping children off.
At 11.30 – children can be collected via the Nursery small gate.

This is purely for safety reasons. From 8.45am, the pavement and small gate leading to the Nursery can become very congested. There is a danger that vehicles, including large deliver vans – are very near children and parents when standing in a cluster around the gate. Also some children coming into school via the main entrance have to walk onto the road to pass the crowd.

School Nurse
The school nurse visited Nursery, Reception, Year 1, 2, 3, and 4.
To discuss the importance of hygiene.

Washing hands thoroughly – after being to the toilet was a very important issue discussed by the children.

Year 5 trip to Beamish – on 22nd June …details to follow soon.
Whole school trip to South Shields 10th July …details to follow soon.

We are thinking about introducing milk and fruit to KS2 children as well as KS1 children for September.
Parent Questionnaires

Could parents please complete the questionnaire and return it to school as soon as possible. We need parent’s opinions and views about what the school does well and how we could improve services for you and your child/children.

Mrs J E Lancastle-Smith

Head teacher
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Year 3/4 Cricket
Well done to Year 3/ 4 who played exceptionally well at Whickham School on Wednesday afternoon. Staff commented upon how well behaved, caring and considerate Swalwell Primary School children were to other participating schools. Special thanks to Miss Allen and Mrs Anderson who supported and cheered the children on.  
Year 6 SATs
Congratulations to all children in Year 6 on the completion of National Tests. The children worked really hard using and applying strategies to good effect. All look forward to the big party promised by Mr Hampson!! 
Year Reception/1
On Monday 18th children in Miss Scott’s class are off to visit a greengrocers in Whickham, linked to topic work in Literacy.

Student Council
Student Council members are attending an event at Dryden Centre on Monday, where they will be able to discuss important issues and meet other school council children from other Gateshead schools.
Advance Notice of Story Sack session- see flier attached. 
Read, Write Inc

The staff Miss Smith, Miss Scott, Miss L Scott, Mrs Gray and Mrs Anderson will be out of school for 2 days training on Thursday 21 and Friday 22nd May. The staff will receive training about a new exciting reading and writing scheme adapted by the renowned educationalist Ruth Miskin- many parents may have seen Ruth Miskin’s work featured on TV documentaries. Essentially the scheme promotes the acceleration of progress with reading and writing.  

Mrs J Lancastle-Smith
Head teacher
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