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                                           Friday 7th January 2011
Welcome Back

Happy New Year for 2011.

We hope everyone had a safe and restful Christmas and are ready to start the new term.

Whole School Performance
Next week we have an exciting week planned for each class which involves a drama performance;
· On Wednesday 13th January morning- Year 1/2 will be watching the performance of the “Elves and the Shoemaker” and “Tales from the Tall Tower”
· Wednesday 13th January afternoon- Reception will be watching “Elves and the Shoemaker” then “3 wishes”

· Thursday 14th January morning- Year 3/4 will be watching “The Tinderbox” and “The Firebird”.
· Friday 15th January morning- Year 5/6 will be watching a performance of “Mr Dickens”.
Please note all parents are welcome to come along with their children and watch the drama performances performed by actor Chris Connaughton. Morning sessions will start approximately 9:15am for 1 hour. Reception will start approximately 1:30pm.
Coming up next week…

Reception are visiting Greggs Bakery at Metro Park on Thursday afternoon. Children will return to school in time for hometime.
Year 3/4 are visiting Eden Camp in Yorkshire on Monday. Children must be at school for 8:15am as the coach is leaving at 8:30am as it takes 2 hours to get to the Camp. Please ensure you return permission slips, medical forms and your contribution of £2 towards the trip by Monday. Children will return to school at approximately 4:30pm depending on traffic. £2.50 spending money maximum, please put in a secure purse or wallet with your child's name on and give to Miss Lawson. 
Packed lunch must be brought on the day, no glass bottles allowed. Please let us know if you require the school to make you a packed lunch.
Year 5/6
As part of their “Winter Hanging Baskets” project, Year 5/6 will be having a tour of Swalwell estate on Tuesday morning. Then on Wednesday Year 5/6 children will be visiting Swalwell Fire station and having a tour around the building. Children will be looking at their community and writing a letter to Gateshead Council.
Swimming for Year 5/6 will start again on Tuesday 11th January, please remind your child to bring in swimming costume and towel.

Dinner Money

Can you make sure your child brings dinner money on a Monday in a sealed named envelope or purse (even if their lunch isn’t until Thursday) Lunch money is £1.85 per day or £9.25 per week.

Do you know?

There are more than 25% of parents at this school not claiming free school meals children are entitled to. 

To find out if your child is entitled to free school meals, you can contact Jane at Gateshead Council on 0191 433 3729.
After School Clubs

There are no After School Clubs next week. Further details will follow shortly.
Family Learning

There is an opportunity for parents to learn how to use ‘word’ and the internet. The class will be taken by a qualified instructor; children will join their parents at 2.45pm until 3.45pm. The class is limited to 12 places and begins on Tuesday 11th January at 1.30pm.

This will be an informative class but the emphasis is on fun and enjoyment.

TheGivingMachine – You Shop, They Give

You can now generate free cash donations for Swalwell Primary School every time you shop online via TheGivingMachine.

It will not cost you anything extra – the online shop pays the donation on your behalf.  Just go to www.thegivingmachine.co.uk:
· JOIN as a shopper/Giver 

· CHOOSE to support (Swalwell Primary School) 

· REMEMBER to shop via TheGivingMachine every time you shop online! 

You’ll find more than 250 different shops at TheGivingMachine including all your favourite high street. 
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