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Friday 7th April 2010
Parents may have heard about a plan not to do SATs in Year 6. 
This year the SATs in Year 6 will go ahead as planned although the school is in support of putting an end to tests for 10 and 11 year olds.
SATs Timetable

	Monday 10th May
	Tuesday 11th May
	Wednesday 13th May
	Thursday 14th May
	Friday 15th May

	Morning
Reading Test

15minutes reading time with 45 minutes to answer questions
	Morning

Writing Test

(shorter task)

20 minutes


	Mental Maths Test

20 minutes
	Mathematics Test B

45 minutes
	

	
	Spelling Test

10 minutes


	Mathematics Test A

45minutes
	
	

	
	Writing Test

45 minutes (including up to 10 minutes recommend planning time)
	
	
	


Attendance- All schools have a duty to inform parents about attendance
All schools in Gateshead have an electronic system which supplies the schools Education Welfare Officer with data about attendance. If a child’s attendance drops below a certain percentage – the Education Welfare Officer and the school have no choice but to issue parents with letters about concerns. 
If there is no improvement parents are asked to attend a meeting with the Education Welfare Officer, if no improvement the parents are fined £50. 
Again if no improvement in attendance over a period of time occurs parents are taken to court and ordered to pay a fine of £2,500. 
The last resort is a prison sentence.
Attendance at school is a serious business. 

Some children have valid reasons for non attendance; illness, bereavement, unforeseen family circumstances. The school is very supportive and understanding of families going through difficult times. Please do not send a child to school who is ill, the child needs the care and attention of family and the comfort of their own home to make a full recovery.

From September 2010, if any child takes a holiday during term time this will be recorded as an unauthorised absence. This means that the school cannot stop parents from taking children on holiday during term time but the school does not give permission. This is recorded on the child’s attendance record.
Last term a number of families were issued with letters about attendance, some families were shocked and did not realise that a day off here and there can amount to a rapid fall in attendance– the good news is that all children apart from one issued with letters have made improvement in attendance.

Statistically, children who attend school regularly are more likely to have higher earning power and successful careers. We all want the best for our children.

Full attendance from Monday 10th May – everyone starting on equal terms... 
As an incentive – from  next week Monday 10th May , all the names of children with 100% attendance from Monday 10th May to the end of term and no recorded late to school will be put in a hat. The one lucky child whose name is drawn on the very last day of term with 100% attendance will win £50 for their family.
It is hoped the money will be put towards a family treat, such as a day out at a theme park or cinema and meal or family sports activity such as bowling.
For children who have had 100% attendance all year round and no recorded late to school - names will be put into a hat and on the last day of term drawn. The one lucky child will receive £50 for their family, all other children with 100% and no recorded lates will receive a personal voucher of £10.

This incentive is not unusual, many schools give vouchers and cash prizes as a reward for full attendance.

Last week the class with full attendance in the school was Year 2/3 Miss Lawson’s class with 100%. Well done.

From September 2010, the cash prize will take place every term.
Dinner Money

Please note from Monday 5th April 2010, the school meal price will be £1.85 per day, or £9.25 per week. 

School meals can be paid for in advance by cash or cheque [made payable to Gateshead Council] at the school office. 

If you would like more information about school meals, or to see the menu, please visit www.gateshead.gov.uk/schoolmeals or contact the school meals team on freephone 0800 169 2780.
Gateshead Authority are now being very strict with parents who have any unpaid debts for school meals. All schools in Gateshead must send the names and addresses of any parent owing more than £30 –to Exchequer Services at Gateshead Council. Phone number 0191 433 3000.

Tennis Challenge – Mrs Bovill’s Class

On Thursday, the children from Year 4 took part in a tennis tournament at Blaydon Tennis Club.  It was touch and go all morning to whether the event would go ahead due to the great British weather.  At 11.30 they were given the all clear and action stations.  An early lunch was enjoyed because the plan was to walk the 2 miles to the tennis club.  To all of the staffs’ amazement, they made it to the club in 45 minutes.  A great afternoon was had by all of the children with a fun packed afternoon of tennis challenges and playing over 6 games of short tennis.  As with all great tennis matches they were rained off for 10 minutes but this did not dampen the children’s spirits.  After 2 hours of chasing a tennis ball around, the children had to hike back to school, up the hill.  They made it back to school in record time – 37 minutes.
Please can we pass on our thanks to parents and carers for sending the children to school fully equipped with waterproofs and lunch at short notice. 

Thank you to Mrs Bovill, Miss L Scott, and Miss Leighton for accompanying the children and for Mrs Bovill for writing article for the Newsletter.
All about allotments- Reception/Year 1 talk with Mr Fitzpatrick
“Before half term, I was asked by Mrs Wheatley and Mrs Gray to talk to the children about allotments.

I was amazed at the knowledge the children already have, and impressed by the questions they asked me. The children were a pleasure to talk to and asked me all sorts of questions about growing the biggest vegetable for shows, seeds and how they grow, livestock you can keep. They asked about watering and feeding the plants and about what creepy crawlies live in the soil and even about how too much water or heat can effect the plants. I felt that the children had given me quite a grilling but I thoroughly enjoyed the talk and every child asked me a question and listened carefully to the answers. Thank you very much Reception and Year 1, and yes we are going to make a scarecrow and it has to look like Mrs Gray (children’s idea not mine)” 

Thank you to Mr Fitzpatrick our school site manager who does a lot of crucial work for the children and the school.
Nursery and Reception 

If parents are aware of any Nursery or Reception aged children near where you live in Swalwell, could you please ask the parents of the child to fill in an application form for a place at Swalwell Primary School.

Places for Nursery and Reception are being filled quickly – we do not want any Swalwell child missing the opportunity of a place at a good school on their own door step.

Film Club

Children are allowed to bring their own sweets if they wish or 50p along to buy sweets and drinks from school during the film.

A special well done goes to Phoebe Bright, Jodie Gardner, Dylan Masters, Dylan Gardner and Will Campbell for their fantastic behaviour during Film Club on Wednesday.

After School Clubs update:

	Clubs available
	Age group
	Day of the week
	time

	ICT

Mrs Wheatley
	Key Stage 1
	Monday
	3:15pm till 4pm

	Athletics

Mrs Wheatley
	Key Stage 2
	Monday
	3:15pm till 4pm

	Choir Club

Miss Cassidy
	Key Stage 2
	Monday
	3:15pm till 4pm

	Film Club

Mrs Waugh and Miss Waugh
	Key Stage 1
	Wednesday 
	3:15pm till 5pm

	Football Club

Mrs Wheatley
	Key Stage 2
	Thursday
	3:15pm till 4.30pm

	Hockey Club

Miss Lawson
	Key Stage 2
	Thursday
	3:15pm till 4pm


Birthday Celebrations

Chloe Easton will be 8, Emily Brown 9, Will Campbell 7, 

Ethan Lockett 8, Toni Fradgley 11 and Jack Greenup will be 9

We wish all a Happy Birthday for next week. 
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